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REMARKS 

aaims 1-39 are pending and rejected in this application. 

Responsive to the Examiner's rgection of claims 1 -32 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over German Patent No. 197 14 645 (Becker) inview of U.S. Patent No. 
5,415.612 (Carlson et al.), Applicants respectfully traverse die Examiner's rejection, and submits 
that claims 1-32 and 29 are in condition for allowance. 

Bedcer discloses a n,ll installed in a device for coating a material web 13. specificaUy a 
paper or cardboard web. whereby the toll is in the fbmi of a compression roll 7 or 8, a baokirvg 
. roU2lora«applicatorxoll22. RoU 1 has a hoUow cylindrical supporting body 2 having an outer 
surface onto which a compressible Uyer 4 of celtalar synthetic material having a multitude of 
pores and a compression module of less than 100 MPa is applied. Over compressible layer 4 is 
appaeda.moothlayer5(Abstract).L.yer4ismadeofacellularsj.theticmateri^ 
apluralityofgasorair.filIedpores.A,argenumberofrelativelysmalIerpores 
areunifonnlydistributedoverthevolumeoflayer4. La,^ 4 is between 2 mm and 20 mm ^ck 
and layerSisbetweenSmmandSOmm thick (pagesSand 6). ^Examiner has indicated t^^^ 
thecavitysi^ofthematerialrnngefrom0.05mm. 1.0mm. ^chtheExamincrin^^^^ 
beingsubstantially umform in size. Further, the Examiner has stated that, "one of ordinary skill 

-*^^--"^<«^veexpectedthecav,tiesintheBeckerlayer4tobesubstantially^^^ 
size in order to be uaifomily distributed through layer 4." 

Carlson etal.disclosea.compressibIeroUerlOfor use inhig^ 
foamlayernthatisgluedonton^llercorell. Seal 14 is applied over foam layer 12 and 

Ia^l3isfbnnedbyapplyinganelastomeroverseall4(column3.1inesl7.4^ I^ecavdlies 
Illustrated as being non-unifbim in size (Fig. 3). 
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In contrast claim I recites, in part: 

leaving a plurality of 
substanti^y umfoffnlydistnhTifed r.vities. said cavities bemg of ;>.,.h.r.nH.4 
uniiorm size; ~ * 

(Emphasis added). Applicants submit that such an invention is neither tau^t, disclosed nor 
^^ggested by Becker, Carlson et al. or any of liie other cited refera«:es, alone or in combination, 
and inchides distinct advantages thereover. 

Becker discloses a roll installed on a device for coating in material web including a 
coatinglayerhavingcavitysi2esintherangefiom0.05millimetersto l.Omil^^^ Carlson et 
al. disclose a compressible roller having cavities that are iUnstrated as being non-nnifonn in size. 
The Examiner has indicated that the cavity sizes of Becker, which ranges from 0.05 millimeter, to 
1.0 millimeters is of a substantially unifom, size. However, this range of sizes is a twenty fold 
range in size, since the smaller size is 1720 ofthe larger size contained 
that the dimensions given in Becker are a diameter, then the range which the Examiner has 
indicated as substantiaMy unifomi in size actually varies in temis of volume by a fector of 1000 
fiomthelargesttothesmaUest. » is Applicants' position and a common unde.^anding, that 
cavity Sizes thatdifier in volumebyafiu^toroflOOOarenot substantially uni^ 

contrast, thepresent invention indicates dut the cavities oflayer 12 are Of ^^^^^ 
Size. While cavitiesSaredescn^ed as bednglessthan30mi™,e^ 

^^-tedandisutilizedinlayerl2arecavitiesofsubstantiaIlyuniformsizew^^ The 

Examinerhas forther indicated that cavities wonldbe Of unifonn^^^ 

distiibuted. Applicants' respectfidlydisagreethatitems in gen^ 

order to beuniformlydistiibuted. Ix>^c does not lead to a conclusion that uniformly sized 

cavitiesareneededfortheretobeauniformdistributionofthecavities. Fifr2ofBecker 
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iUustrates Applicante* position in that fhew is non-imifoimily in the size of the cavities, yet there 
appears to be apattem of umfonn distribution of the non-imifonn cavities. TTierefore. Becker, 
Carlson et al. and any of the other cited references, alone or in combination, fail to disclose, teach 
or suggest a compressible covering formed of an elastomeric material having a plurality of 

substai^aUyuniformlydistributed cavities, the cavities being ofa^^ as 
recited in claim L 

An advantage of Applicants' invention is that having cavities of a substantially uniform 
size and distribution results in uniform pressure being ^Hed to the fiber web. For the foregoing 
reasons. Applicants submit that claim 1 -d claims 2-17 dq>endingtherefiom, are in condition for 
aUowance, which is hereby respectftUly requested. 

fa further contrast, claim 1 8 recites, in part: 

LZ"^ n'^^^ ^""T^ ^^^'^^ elastomeric material . . . having a pluraUtv of 
^^^^un.fotmlYdi.^-hutedc^.Ht,V .3^ 

(Emphasis added). AppKcants submit that such an invention is ndAer taught, disclosed nor 

suggestedbyBecker, Carlson etal. or anyofthe other Cited references, alone or 
and iacludej distinct advantages thereover. 

Becker di«ao«amlIinat>nedon.device«>rc<>ali,«i„„alerial web incl»Ji„g. 
co«ingl.yerhaviagcavity,,z.sinth.r««e«tem0.05miJlimeter,.„,.0«ilIi™to C„j^„ 

.l.di^o«aco.^.T,..n,n.rh»i,gc««e,,b...,ein^.sbetagn»„.u„ita 

I.Omilli..e,e,.i,of.a.b«a«i.ny„«tanai,^ However, «,is«„ge of sizes is. t»e«yfcU 
range ias,«,.i.K.fl,es™.n.r Size is ,/20oftheIargersi««n,ei„edio.W.ra.^. Assutning 
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indicated as substantially umform in size actuaUy varies in terns of volume by a factor of 1 000 
from the lai:gest to the smallest It is AppUcants' position and a common understanding, that 
cavity sizes that differ in volume by a fector of 1000 are not substantially unifonn in size. In 
contrast, the present invention indicates that the cavities of layer 12 are of substantially uniform 
size. While cavities 8 are described as bdng less than 30 micrometeis in diameter, the size that is 
8electedandisutilizedinlayerl2arecavitiesofsubstantiallyunifo^ 
Examiner has further indicated that cavities would be of uniform size if they are uniformly 
distributed. AppHcants're^ectfiillydisagreethatitemsingenen,Jhavetobeofunifor^ 
order to be uniformly distributed. Logic does not lead to a conclusion that uniformly sized 
cavitiesarcneededforther^tobeaurufonndistributionofthecaviri^^ Fig. 2 of Becker 
iUustrates Applicants' portion in that ther* is non-uniformity in the size of t^ 
appears to be a pattern of uniform distribution of the non-miiforra cavities. Therefore, Becker. 
• ^-^«>°^«l«^<ianyoftheothercitedrefer^ces,aloneorincombinati^^ 
or suggestacompressible covering formed of an dastorrrericrnalerialhavi^^ 
substantially urufonnly distributed cavities, the cavities beingof a substantiaUy uniform si«, as 
recited in claim 18. 

M .dv««,ge of AppUcaa,- lm««„ t ft„ „f , ^,^1^ 

CW™ 33-38 lave b=» ,^«:ted »der 35 U.S.C. §I03(.) ,s b*,g 
. B-k«i„v.»,fu.s.Pae«No.5,«50,010aUn.«,e.e.a). However. cl^ 33-38 dep»i 
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AcconliAgly, Applicants submit Aat clatos 33-38 a« in condition for aUowance, which is hereby 
respectfhily requested. 

For the foregoing reasons. Applicants submit that no combination of the cited references 
teaches, discloses orsuggests the siAject mati«r of the amended claims. Thepending claims are 
therefore in condition for allowance and Applicants respect&Ily request withdrawal of all 
rejections and allowance of the claims. 

In the event Applicants have overlooked the need for an e^ctension of time, an additional 
extension of time, payment of fee. or additional pajoneat of fee, Applicants h^^^^ 
petition therefor and authorize that any charses be made to Deposit Account No. 20-0095, 
TAYLOR & AUST, P.C. 
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Should any question concemmg any of the foregoing arise, the Examiner is ir 


invited to 


telephone the undersigned at (260) 897-3400. 


Respect&lly sub 


TTT6/dc 

TAYLOR & AUST, P.C. 
142 S, Main Street 
P.O. Box 560 
Avilla,IN 46710 
Teiepioiie: 260-897-3400 
Facsimile: 260-897-9300 

Enc: Return postcard 



ToddT.Tayl 
R.egistratiop4^o 

A ttorney for Applicant 


Ihcrcby certify that this ©OffcspondcDce is being UBnamittcd via 
^m,tetoth.U^.Patent^T«d«narkOffi^^ 

Todd T. Taylor, ReEjNe_36^45 
_Name of Registerft^'geOTesqitative 
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